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	  Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) risk assessment template

	

	Risk assessment category:
	Insert local subject/issue/concern


	Unit/Location:
	

	Completed by:
	

	Date:
	



Purpose of the ‘IPC risk assessment template’
The Health and Social Care Act 2008: code of practice on the prevention and control of infection and related guidance requires all registered providers to:
· Undertake and record a comprehensive and dynamic assessment of infection risks to identify the potential and actual risks to the patient receiving care
· Identify and document the steps that need to be taken to reduce or control those risks
· Implement and monitor the methods and interventions in place to determine whether further steps are needed to reduce or control infection  

This suggested template can be used to work through and document IPC risk assessments.  It uses the ‘Situation, Background, Assessment, Recommendations’ (SBAR) structured approach and can be adapted according to local requirements.

	Situation
Identify the source of infection risk.  This may include patients with a confirmed or suspected infection, contaminated care equipment, environmental infection risks and/or clinical procedures, such as wound care or handling blood and body fluids. 

	

	Background
Document relevant background information.

	

	Assessment
Assess the infection risk as low, medium or high based on the type of infection, mode of transmission and susceptibility of individuals.  Consider the likelihood of infection occurring and the severity of potential consequences.

	

	Recommendations
Document the recommended control measures.  These may include removing the risk, substituting the hazard or process with a safer alternative, implementing physical barriers such as isolation, establishing policies, procedures and training and/or use of additional personal protective equipment (PPE).  Document who is responsible for these actions and date for completion. 
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