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Community Infection Prevention and Control
Policy for General Practice

(also suitable for adoption by other healthcare providers,
e.g. Podiatry)

Notifiable diseases
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Please note that the internet version is the only version that is maintained. Any printed copies
should, therefore, be viewed as ‘uncontrolled’ and as such, may not necessarily contain the latest
updates and amendments.

This Policy has been adopted by:
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Any variation to this Policy should be risk assessed, evidence-based, authorised through local
governance channels and documented below. The Community Infection Prevention and Control
(IPC) Team, Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust, cannot endorse or be held
responsible for any variations.
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Community Infection Prevention and Control
Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust
Gibraltar House, Thurston Road
Northallerton, North Yorkshire. DL6 2NA
Tel: 01423 557340

email: infectionprevention.control@nhs.net
www.infectionpreventioncontrol.co.uk

These Policies contain public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.

Legal disclaimer

This Policy produced by Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust is provided ‘as is’, without any representation
endorsement made and without warranty of any kind whether express or implied, including but not limited to the implied
warranties of satisfactory quality, fitness for a particular purpose, non-infringement, compatibility, security and accuracy.

These terms and conditions shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of England and Wales. Any
dispute arising under these terms and conditions shall be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of England and
Wales.
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NOTIFIABLE DISEASES

1. Introduction

Registered medical practitioners have a statutory duty to notify the ‘proper officer at their
local Council or UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) Team of suspected cases of
certain infectious diseases.

2. Notification process

Urgent notifiable diseases must be reported by telephone to your local UKHSA Health
Protection Team within 24 hours. This is to discuss necessary actions for protecting public
health.

Complete an online notification form immediately on diagnosis of all suspected notifiable
disease available at www.gov.uk/guidance/report-a-notifiable-disease.

Do not wait for laboratory confirmation of a suspected infection before notification.
Complete the natification to the proper officer within 3 days. Contact your local UKHSA
Team for further guidance.

3. List of notifiable diseases

Diseases notifiable to local authority proper officers under the Health Protection
(Notification) Regulations 2010 are listed at www.gov.uk/quidance/notifiable-diseases-
and-how-to-report-them#list-diseases.
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A case may be urgent if:

It's part of a current outbreak

The suspected disease is uncommon in the UK

The suspected disease spreads easily, or its spread is hard to control

The patient is high risk, for example because of their age or job

If in doubt, please telephone your local UKHSA Team.

4. Infection Prevention and Control resources,

education and training

The Community IPC Team have produced a wide range of innovative educational and
IPC resources designed to assist your General Practice in achieving compliance with the
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Health and Social Care Act 2008: code of practice on the prevention and control of
infection and related guidance and CQC registration requirements.

These resources are either free to download from the website or available at a minimal
cost covering administration and printing:

27 IPC Policy documents for General Practice

Preventing Infection Workbook: Guidance for General Practice
IPC CQC assessment preparation Pack for General Practice
IPC audit tools, posters, leaflets and factsheets

IPC Bulletin for General Practice Staff

In addition, we hold educational study events in North Yorkshire.

Further information on these high quality evidence-based resources is available at
www.infectionpreventioncontrol.co.uk.

Department of Health and Social Care (Updated December 2022) Health and Social Care
Act 2008: code of practice on the prevention and control of infections and related guidance

Legislation.gov.uk (2010) The Health Protection (Notification) Regulations 2010

NHS England (Updated 2025) National infection prevention and control manual (NIPCM)

for England

UK Health Security Agency (Updated December 2025) Report a notifiable disease
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